
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We reach the end of another term and another year.  
 
This time last year none of us could have predicted the year we would have. It has challenged us in so 
many ways and forced us to think differently about many things. For some of us this experience has been 
positive and enabled us to reflect on what is important. For others, it has been deeply uncomfortable. 
These challenges will no doubt continue into the New Year and our schools will continue to provide the 
stability needed to ensure that our children and young people are not disadvantaged. We are currently 
reviewing the latest announcement which will affect the start of term for secondary aged pupils. Our 
schools will contact you directly with further information in due course.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support of our schools. It has become 
increasingly difficult to maintain ‘normality’, particularly in recent weeks. I appreciate that this may have 
been frustrating for some of you and I am sure that many of you have worried about your child, at times, 
wondering whether the school environment was a safe one.  I can say with absolute conviction that staff 
and leaders at each of our schools have worked tirelessly to ensure that our children and young people 
are supported and safe in their learning and social development. 
 
Despite the challenges of COVID, I continue to enjoy my role as the CEO of The Haberdashers’ Aske’s 
Federation. I have worked to familiarise myself with the Trust and review what is working and what 
could be even better. A highlight for me was our Carol Service on December 1st. The link to this is on our 
website for those of you who have not yet watched it or wish to watch it again. This event was celebrated 
across the Federation by all of our schools, together. It symbolises what makes us strong and what makes 
us proud to be Haberdashers. 
 
Next term we look to build for the future. This involves taking the next steps in school improvement, as 
well as continuing to meet the challenges of COVID by ensuring that our pupils are as well prepared as 
they can be for their next steps. I outlined in my initial communication to you that as a Federation, we 
would be reflecting on our approach to equality, diversity and inclusion. This has been an important part 
of our work since September and our statement of intent will be on our websites from the start of next 
term. This sets out our direction of travel and outlines the actions we will take in order to bring our ethos 
and values to life. This will involve widening the conversation to include you and our pupils. Your 
contributions are valued. 
 
All that remains is for me to publicly thank all of our staff for their hard work and determination this year 
and to wish you and your families a restful and peaceful Christmas holiday. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
 
 
 
Ms. J. Shadick 
CEO, Haberdashers’ Aske’s Federation 
 

https://www.habsfed.org.uk/News/Federation-Carol-Service/


 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Families,  

 

Thank you for all your support in this challenging and difficult year.  

Wishing you and your families a restful and relaxing Christmas and all the best for the 

New Year.   

 

Best wishes, 

Jan Shadick  

 

CEO, Haberdashers' Aske's Federation  

  

 

  

 


