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Friday 24™ April 2020
Dear Parents/Carers,
Re: GCSE and A-level Pre-Public Examination Results

This is not the conventional way that | would expect to address or warmly welcome children back to the College in the first
week after the Easter holidays. However, it is important that we are able to share information about our routine tracking and
monitoring of students in Years 11 and 13.

Since Mr Gardner, Vice Principal, recently wrote to yourselves, some students have enquired about the results from the Pre-
Public Examinations (PPEs). These took place before the full scale and wider implications of the epidemic were fully apparent
and the PPEs were carried out as part of our planned curriculum calendar. | had reassured parents and families at the start of
the year, that we would enable pupils to take exams in realistic conditions to best prepare them for their final public
examinations. These took place in harmony with the JCQ examination board guidelines. Years 11 and 13 were marvellous in
their efforts, concentration and attitudes at the time. We should congratulate them. As the Principal of the College, given the
amount of dedication and hard work by the staff and students since September, | can at least share with you that we have
seen marked improvements in pupils’ learning journey and performance.

The government guidelines have stated that the College (or any other school across the country) is not able to provide any
information regarding predicted grades or the rank order of students being awarded grades when these are submitted to
Ofqual at the end of May 2020. In order to protect the integrity of this process and due to the sensitiveity of the timing of our
own internal results publication and these new predicted grades processes, we have taken the decision as a College and
Federation, not to release the PPE results for Years 11 and 13 examinations. | appreciate that this is difficult and | can only
apologise for any disappointment caused.

We should be transparent that when we submit predicted grades, the College will consider a range of work and results,
including results in mock examinations, any relevant controlled assessment (coursework) that students may have completed
and of course pupils’ overall progress over the two year course. To send you the PPE results at this time could provide an
unfair representation of the predictions, which we feel would be inappropriate and possibly misleading. Alongside the
examboards, the government will standardise grades across all schools, to make sure that, as far as possible, results are fair
and students are not advantaged or disadvantaged based on their school being more generous or harsh than others when
making judgements. The latest PPE grades are one of the numerous data sets taken into consideration and as such they are
not singularly important enough to determine an overall predicted grade or calculated grade.

To reiterate previous messages delivered by the College, our advice remains the same; it is important that your child does
not dispose of any notes or revision materials and, where possible, they should complete incomplete coursework. Your child
should plan to be completing some learning at home so that they are at least ready for the next phase of their education or
ready to sit exams at the first opportunity in order to guarantee their desired grade should they wish to appeal the calculated
grade.

We wish for our children to be Sixth Form-ready and/or prepared to enter into the next phase of their educational journey. If
you have any further questions about courses, homework or preparation, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Deane
(Assistant Principal) for GCSEs, Mr Crowley (Head of Sixth Form) for Key Stage 5 or Mr Gardner for any other queries related
to the curriculum. | must reiterate that students, parents, carers or families should not speak with staff about predicted
grades. Please support us in getting this right. We will ensure that we are serving our children the best that we can.

Yours sincerely,
E 5. Lol

Seema Solani
Principal
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