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Welcome from the
Executive Principal 
Haberdashers’ Hatcham College is a wonderful 
school in which students develop into young 
adults, with all the choices that their education 
provides them. Academic achievement is our core 
purpose, but no less important is the development 
of character and values that enable Hatcham 
alumni to reach their full potential and then go out 
into the world to effect positive change.  

We have the highest of expectations for all our 
students. This enables us to focus on developing 
the currency (examination results), character 
and confidence that they will need to navigate 
adulthood, to find their place in the world. 

Student leadership opportunities are open to all, 
and our senior prefects play a significant part in the 
operational running of the school. 

Learning beyond the traditional classroom 
is incredibly important to us. Enrichment 
opportunities before and after school are incredibly 
wide, indeed the Department for Education 
recently said, ‘ All schools should be like Hatcham 
College!’. We have a strong culture of reading. There 
are a huge number of performance opportunities 
as well as a huge menu of trips and visits, including 
residentials abroad. We also have an elective 
curriculum for Key Stage 3 students in which they 
choose three courses per year covering academic, 
sport, creative and volunteering options. 

Aspiring to be the best that you can be is at the 
heart of all we do. At Hatcham College we believe 
that it is incredibly important for all students to 
achieve their academic potential, however a good 
education is much more than that. We believe that 
these transferable skills are needed for a successful 
future, whatever career path students choose to 
pursue. 

Our School Ethos 
Our aim is to empower young people to transform 
their lives and those of others. Our school is a 
happy school whose mission is to promote a love 
of learning in order that we can Grow, Dream & 
Create.

Our core beliefs are: 
	 Mutual respect  
	 Pursuit of excellence

We seek to develop characteristics that will serve 
them throughout their lives. 

Katie Scott 
Executive Principal 

Students at Hatcham College experience an education 
that is characterised by tradition and innovation. 
We have an environment with very clear and strict 
boundaries. This creates a learning climate that is 
safe and free from disruption. Students are rewarded 
for effort, resilience and making positive choices. We 
recognise that growing up sometimes involves making 
mistakes, and part of that learning process is having 
consequences for less than positive choices. At Key 
Stage 3, our classes are a combination of single-sex 
and co-educational. We have rewards assemblies every 
term and an annual Speech Day to recognise effort and 
attainment. 
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Literacy & Oracy
Literacy is the foundation of both academic success and navigating life.  
At Hatcham College we are fortunate to have two libraries that are open both 
before and after school. We work in collaboration with the Penguin Lit in Colour 
programme to ensure that the range of voices amongst the literature stick 
reflects the diverse backgrounds of our students.

Reading for pleasure supports both the development of literacy and wellbeing, 
and it is part of everyday life at the College.

Developing students’ oracy skills are also a crucial aspect of both their 
academic and personal development. Students gain experience of public 
speaking through our ‘HatchTED’ programme that culminated in a ‘Ted’ talk 
presentation style competition evening.
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In Years 10 and 11, all students follow a well-planned 
and age appropriate Personal, Social, Health and 
Citizenship (PSHCE) curriculum delivered through 
assemblies, tutor time and ‘drop-down’ learning days.

Our teaching philosophy is based on using Rosenshine’s 
Principles of Instruction and we constantly strive to 
learn about new teaching strategies and review our 
practice to ensure that our students receive an excellent 
diet of teaching every day.

Hatcham College has had a proud history of igniting 
young people’s passion for all aspects of learning. 
This is done by providing a broad and balanced 
curriculum in which students are introduced to  
‘the best that has been thought and said’, and 
develop ‘an appreciation of human creativity and 
achievement’. We provide a three-year Key Stage 3 
curriculum in which pupils have access to a full  
range of subjects and are assessed against their 
starting points to determine whether they are 
achieving the progress of which they are capable.

In Key Stage 3 (years 7 to 9,) our pupils follow the full 
national curriculum studying: 
•	 English  
•	 Mathematics 
•	 Biology 
•	 Chemistry 
•	 Physics 
•	 History 
•	 Geography 
•	 a Modern Foreign Language (MFL) –  
	 French, German or Spanish  
•	 Religious Studies 

Our 
Curriculum Approach  In Key Stage 3, students have an elective aspect to 

the curriculum. This is taught in mixed age groups 
and options this year include: 

In Key Stage 4 (years 10 & 11) while preparing for and 
sitting their GCSEs, students will study core subjects 
of English Literature and Language, Mathematics, 
Physics, Biology, Chemistry and Physical Education. 
Almost all students study a modern foreign language, 
as well as either History or Geography. Students 
then have the opportunity to select further specialist 
subjects. They will be encouraged to choose subjects 
that they are interested in from a range of creative 
and expressive arts, other humanities subjects, social 
sciences and business subjects. There is also a range 
of vocational subjects.  

•	 Art 
•	 Music 
•	 Drama 
•	 Physical Education 
•	 An elective subject each term

In years 8 and 9, additional subjects include: 
•	 Latin 
•	 Statistics 
•	 Classics 
•	 Astronomy

Those that speak another language/s at home will 
be supported to complete qualifications in those 
languages at Key Stage 4. We value the ongoing 
learning of languages and therefore most students 
are expected to continue language learning to GCSE. 
There are also opportunities for students to study 
additional languages, including Latin, Portuguese, 
French and Spanish.

Some subjects in Key Stage 3 are taught in single-sex 
groups so that pupils experience the best of both worlds 
- single-sex and co-educational. 

Dance
Gardening
Film Club 
Cooking
Sculpture Club
Textiles & Fasion 
Islamic Art
Creative Writing
Book Club 
Stand Up Comedy Club 
Lamda Drama 

Acapella Group 
Songwriting
Music Production 
Chamber Orchestra

Golf
Weight Training
Couch to 5km
Volleyball 
Table Tennis
Velodrome
Junior Sports Leader 
Award
Hockey 
BMXing 

Introduction to Sociology
Ancient History
French 
Spanish 
Portuguese
Debate Mate
Science Experiment Club 
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“The school provides rich 
experiences that broaden 
pupils’ cultural and character 
education, from music and 
arts to inspiring trips and 
extracurricular activities.”

 - Ofsted, November 2024
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The curriculum is supported by extensive enrichment provided 
before, during and/or after school, to broaden and enhance 
the learning experience. We also organise a diverse array of 
activities and programmes available throughout the College 
week, including clubs, talks and career opportunities. Hatcham 
College is held up by the Department for Education as an 
example of national excellence. 

All students have access to the College’s Careers Academy. 
Careers advice, enterprise education and financial capability 
are integral to all areas of the curriculum. We have a large 
Reading Room that enhances the campus feel with our students 
and we have excellent libraries and computer suites at both 
sites promoting the love of reading and learning from a young 
age.

As well as the activities offered in sport, music and drama, our 
students can participate in more specialist clubs and activities 
like:

•	 Sports competitions and tournaments 
•	 Musical and dramatic performances and productions 
•	 DNA Artist Competition 
•	 The Brilliant Club Scholars Programme 
•	 The Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards 
•	 The Haberdashers’ Advantage Scheme 
•	 The UK Mathematics Challenge 
•	 Attending the Women of the World Festival 
•	 Educational visits in the UK and beyond. In 2024,  
	 students will be travelling to Cambodia 
•	 Mathemetics scholarship programme 
•	 Art scholarship programme 
•	 Sport scholarship programme 
•	 Music scholarship programme  
•    	OPQ Junior programme  
	

Beyond  
the classroom
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Year 7 Induction
We work hard to ensure that students are fully 
supported in their transition from primary to  
secondary school.

This includes: 
•	 An induction experience in the summer term, 		
	 spending time with their new peers and teachers. 
•	 An enhanced transition programme for students 	  
	 coming as the only student from their primary 		
	 setting, or those who have additional needs 
•	 A summer study programme to ensure a flying  
	 start in September which includes pre-learning  
	 key vocabulary for their first topics. 
•	 Their first day in school without older students 
•	 A visit to Haberdashers’ Hall 
•	 Attendance at Haberdashers’  
	 Deputation Day ceremony 
•	 Opportunity of a residential trip

As a two-site school, Hatcham College is unique  
in offering a small school experience to its  
Key Stage Three students.

Scholarships
In addition to the music scholar programme there are 
additional opportunities for students who are gifted 
and talented in Mathematics, Sports and Visual Arts. 
These new scholarship programmes are currently in 
development but seek to identify and develop students 
who have expectations or talent beyond their age. 
Those who gain a place on the scholars’ programme will 
participate in a wide range of additional opportunities, 
visits and experiences.

Please note that scholarships in Art, Mathematics and 
Sport are offered after places at the school have been 
accepted and are not for admissions purposes.

Details of the Visual Arts, Mathematics and Sport 
scholarship selection process and programme will be 
shared with those students who have received a formal 
offer of a place at Haberdashers’ Hatcham College.
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Most students stay onto to complete their A-Levels 
in the Sixth Form at Hatcham College which offers 
not simply an outstanding education with student 
progress, achievement and personal development at 
its heart, but one that further develops students’ love 
of learning, allowing them to extend their horizons  
and discover new interests. 

Sixth Form students all follow a unique programme 
of study, and enjoy an exceptional level of support 
leading to successful destinations for all. Our student 
body is consistently offered a large number of Russell 
Group and Oxbridge university places in addition 
to increasing numbers securing places on highly 
competitive apprenticeships and school leaver 
programmes. 

Hatcham College Sixth Form combines tradition 
with innovation and challenge. Achievements are 
celebrated and wide ranging of opportunities both 
within and outside of the College and Trust, underpin 
the work that we do. Our aim is that the Hatcham 
College Sixth Form experience will enable our young 
people to become ambassadors of diversity and 
inclusion during their time and even after they  
leave our College. 

Our  
Sixth Form 

All students follow a transition programme which 
ensures that they have the teamwork, study skills, 
strategies and mindset required for success at A Level. 
We consider it important that our students contribute 
to their local and wider communities and we are 
very proud of the huge number of volunteering hours 
completed by our students every year and our thriving 
and supportive alumni group. 

The Sixth Form Leadership Team is a real strength 
with our Head Girl and Head Boy serving as lead 
ambassadors of the student body, supported by their 
Senior Prefect Team. Hatcham College Sixth Form 
is a caring one. However, we are also an exciting 
and vibrant College, part of a school, that offers 
unparalleled and unforgettable experiences. 

We look forward to working with students who 
will become the pioneers and change agents in 
local, national and global developments in their 
chosen subjects; Music, Design, Digital Technology, 
Economics, Enterprise, Politics, Science, Mathematics 
and Literature, among others.
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Ensembles, concerts, rock bands and a blend of 
solo and group coaching contribute to a musical 
programme with depth and rigour at Hatcham College. 
We provide opportunities for all pupils to develop  
a musical passion, encouraging mass participation 
and nurturing those with particular skill or talent.

The exceptional Music provision plays a vital part in  
the growth and development of our young people  
and has always been a strength at Hatcham College.

Participation in high quality music develops confidence 
and self-esteem amongst the students involved.  
We take pride in being able to showcase the talent  
of our students through a variety of performances  
and events. Our live musical performances celebrate 
and enhance the resilience, inclusivity and collaboration 
within our community.

We deliver a specifically designed Band Project for  
all students in Years 7 and 8 that provides them with  
the opportunity to learn instrumental skills on Guitar, 

Bass Guitar, Drum Kit, Keyboards and Vocals 
before forming bands and experiencing the joy 

of music making together and honing their 
ensemble skills.  These lessons are supported 

by additional Band Leaders who are 
active musicians bringing in  
mentoring and industry experience 
for our students.

The Music Department continually 
strives to raise its profile within the 

College through assemblies and weekly 
extended curricular clubs run by members 
of staff and visiting professional musicians 
that offer all students the opportunity to get 
involved. These include: 
 
•  Choirs 

•  Lower and Upper School Orchestras 
•  Various Jazz Groups 

•  Rock Bands  
•  Music Technology Clubs. 

Developing and nurturing  
musical talent

There are regular performance opportunities which 
display student excellence and generate excitement 
and enthusiasm, both within and outside of the 
College. Each year both Music and Drama departments 
collaborate for a whole school musical engaging a large 
number of students across acting, singing, ensemble 
and technical roles. Music also enables many of our 
students to perform in the College and across London, 
bringing their talent and flair to a wide variety of 
prestigious events, including the Lord Mayor’s Show; 
events at Southwark Cathedral, City Hall, Haberdashers’ 
Hall and the Royal Festival Hall.

We have strong links with Lewisham Music Service, 
the Centre for Young Musicians and our feeder primary 
schools in hosting a range of events and projects for our 
students to participate in.

Music Scholarships 
Music scholars are selected through an audition 
process. Details of this application process can be 
found on our website under admissions. Music Scholars 
receive free instrumental lessons for the first three years 
at the College (as well as all students following GCSE 
and A-Level Music qualifications).
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•	 RESPECT

•	 ENTHUSIASTIC

•	 ASPIRATIONAL

•	 COLLABORATION

•	 HIGH ACHIEVING
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Sanctions  
and Rewards
We ensure that our students are recognised for their 
good conduct, industry and contributions to the 
community through the awarding of REACH points, 
which are on a scale of 1-25. Accumulating these 
awards, students earn different levels of recognition  
and privileges.

Likewise, there is a clear structure of sanctions to help 
students understand the consequences of any poor 
choices. We have the highest expectations of both 
students’ conduct and behaviour for learning.  
Students are supported in understanding our 
expectations but wilful disruption of others’ learning  
or unkindness is not tolerated.

Students at Hatcham College enjoy a large degree 
of trust, through changing sites, that develops 
responsibility. The student leadership programme 
builds successfully on this. 

Our Values - Encouraging our  
young people to REACH for the stars

In addition to the intrinsic motivation students gain 
from their learning being interesting, REACH points play 
a critical part of motivating students and in developing 
a sense of responsibility for effectively managing their 
own learning. 

It also plays a key role in recognising students’ progress, 
achievement and leadership skills. Not all students find 
learning easy, but all students can do their very best in 
everything they do. This deserves recognition.



GrowCreateDream
Vision

Together, stronger

- Everyone Welcome
- Intolerant of intolerance
- Treating others and yourself 
with consideration and dignity
- Understanding others 
worldview and its significance
- Admiring other 
people's qualities, skills and 
achievements

Mutual Respect

Values

Excellence

I am ready to learn
I am a confident communicator
I am keen and proud to 
demonstrate knowledge
I am an independent learner
I show commitment to achieving 
excellence and take pride in my 
work

Characteristics

Teamwork

Creativity Determination

Global Citizenship

Problem Solving

Critical Thinking
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Haberdashers’ 
Advantage 
Character Curriculum
Our pupils have a world of opportunities at their fingertips through our unique character curriculum: The 
Haberdashers’ Advantage. ​ 

Thanks to our staff, the Worshipful Company of Haberdashers, our community, and our many partners, the 
Haberdashers experience for every pupil is like no other.  By giving them this advantage, we support our pupils to be 
happy, confident and successful individuals who will contribute to making their communities – and the world – a 
better place. 

Haberdashers’ Advantage Character Pillars

Through the Haberdashers’ Advantage, we develop our pupils’ individual characters. We do this through our Trust and 
school values which are derived from four key areas. These areas represent the holistic development of an individual 
character. 

The Haberdashers’ Advantage has a Trust-wide curriculum that develops the individual character of our students. To 
ensure equitable opportunities for our students the curriculum is focussed on three key areas: 

Taught – opportunities to teach our Trust and school values and character pillars
Caught - policies and procedures that embody our Trust and school values and character pillars 
Sought – opportunities to get involved in experiences and opportunities that differentiate students

The Haberdashers’ Advantage in action
Annual Youth Conference

Working in partnership with our 
Youth Advisory Board means 

we can use this event to inspire 
conversations and drive actions on 
the issues and interests that matter 
to our children and young people.

Literacy Festival

Our Literacy Festival supports our 
young people to develop their 

literacy skills through a range of 
events throughout the year, such 
as a spelling bee, reading clubs, 
and debating, and culminates 

in a celebration day with special 
workshops and activities. 

Academy Livery Awards

A special Haberdashers’ Company 
run event for sixth formers, the 

Livery Awards are a competition 
where students pitch a business 

idea to panel of judges like the TV 
show “Dragon’s Den”. In 2023, Tim 
Campbell MBE was a panel judge.

Supporting them 
to be responsible 

citizens

Driving them to 
pursue knowledge, 

truth and 
understanding

Helping them 
to do the 

right thing

Enabling them to act 
with confidence
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Hatcham College is proud to be part of 
Haberdashers’ Academies Trust South. 

Our Trust has a history dating back to 1876, when our 
first school was founded, and upholds a rich tradition 
today. 

Our schools transform lives through education, 
empowering children and young people across south-
east London to dream big, grow with confidence, and 
create a brighter future. Guided by our strong sense of 
purpose, we are committed to building knowledge, 
confidence, and character in every learner, ensuring 
they thrive at school and beyond, no matter their 
background.

As proud members of the Haberdashers’ family, 
our schools benefit from a unique blend of state 

and independent education. This powerful network 
opens doors to life-changing opportunities, creating 
connections and experiences that inspire ambition 
and prepare our learners for tomorrow’s world.

We celebrate diversity, value every individual, and 
foster a culture where everyone feels supported, 
empowered, and proud to be Haberdashers’. Together, 
we bring our values of Dream, Grow, and Create to life, 
shaping a community where potential is realised and 
futures are transformed.

From 3 to forever, we thrive
Our vision is for all pupils to thrive, from 3 to forever.  
Our mission is to ensure that every one of our children 
and young people flourishes at school so that they can 
be successful in their lives.

Our Ethos
Working together is a big part of who we are. Our 
schools and our communities are beautifully diverse – 
we make a point of showing appreciation and support 
to everyone. We have high standards and work to give 
everyone the tools and support they need to reach 
their goals. 

Our Trust 
Together, stronger
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Our main sponsor is the Worshipful Company 
of Haberdashers, one of the Great Twelve Livery 
Companies of the City of London. Education is hugely 
important to the Haberdashers’ Company and today 
there are more than 12,000 children and young 
people in its family of schools. Haberdashers’ are 
proud to include schools of all types and sizes within 
our family of schools - whether our newest academy 
Haberdashers’ Borough Academy, opened in 2019, 
or a centuries old institution, like Haberdashers’ 
Monmouth, founded in 1614. 

Across all Haberdashers’ schools, there is a  
shared vision of creating collaboration, ambition  
and opportunity.  
 
There are two key strands of Haberdashers’ support:
 
Haberdashers’ Advantage – this programme is 
our unique character development programme, 
which begins at primary school and continues through 
to KS4. The Haberdashers’ Advantage builds student 
engagement, enrichment and a wider world view 
across the schools through sporting, academic and 
cultural activities. We are incredibly proud of the 
Haberdashers’ Company and other key partners who 
have co-created the programme and who contribute 
to making it so successful. By investing in developing 
the character of our children and young people, we 
believe will understand, and use the ‘advantages’ that 
they possess as individuals– their strengths, talents, 
resources and abilities – so that they can thrive in life, 
not just exams.
 

Our  
Sponsors 

Haberdashers’ Futures – this unique Sixth Form 
development programme supports students to choose 
and pursue their chosen careers through creating 
opportunities to help them understand the working 
world and to acquire the skills and competencies 
they will need in their working lives. The naming of 
this strand reflects our belief in the need to plan for 
the ongoing success of our students after they leave 
school.  Alongside many events and competitions, the 
Haberdashers’ Company award also provides a £1000 
per year scholarship for nominated sixth formers 
towards their university studies. The recipients of 
the scholarships are assigned a mentor from the 
Haberdashers’ Company and become a part of the 
Scholars Programme with the Hall.
 
Pupils and schools also benefit considerably from the 
charity arm of the Company, which distributed 241 
grants totalling almost £900,000 in the last year 
alone. Over 150 of those grants went directly to the 
Haberdashers’ network of schools and their pupils.
 
For more information: haberdashers.co.uk



For more information on applying to Hatcham 
College and on the admissions process, please 
visit www.habshatcham.org.uk 
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How to Apply
& Key Dates 
Submit your application by 31st October using the online secondary school 
application via Lewisham Council, who handle our secondary applications

September and October Please visit our website for the latest information on 
admissions and open events

October Apply via Lewisham Council’s online secondary school 
application system by 31st October

March All successful applicants will receive an offer letter 

June/July Your child will be able to spend some time at Hatcham College 
and take part in some fun activities designed to give them a taste 
of secondary school life. It’s a great start to them settling in.

September We look forward to welcoming your child as a new Year  
7 pupil in September.

“Pupils are highly motivated 
in their studies, behave 

responsibly, and demonstrate 
exemplary social and 
learning behaviours.”

 - Ofsted, November 2024
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Executive Principal: Ms Katie Scott
Address: Jerningham Site (Year 7-9) Jerningham Road, London, SE14 5NY 
Pepys Road (Year 10-13), London, SE14 5SF 
Phone: 020 7652 9510 
Email: hatchamcollege@habstrustsouth.org.uk  
Twitter: @HabsHatcham

www.habshatcham.org.uk 


