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     Religious Studies A-Level 
 

Entry Requirements: Grades 9-5 in six GCSE subjects including English 
and mathematics, Grade 6 in GCSE Religious Studies (if taken) 

Exam Board: AQA 

 
It will be assumed for the purpose of teaching that most students undertaking the course will have 

a GCSE in RS, or related humanities subject. 

Students are expected to have achieved a grade 6 or above in Religious Studies or a relevant 

humanities subject at GCSE level in order to be considered for this course. 

You do not have to be religious to study Religious Studies, and in fact we encourage students of all 

faiths and no faith to consider an A-Level in Religious Studies. 

What is Religious Studies all about? 

In A-Level Religious Studies you will study the Philosophy of Religion, Ethics and Religion, and 

Christian Theology. 

Philosophy of religion: The word ‘Philosophy’ translates to the love of knowledge and philosophers 

embark on an exciting journey in search of truth in an ever-changing world. Philosophy of religion 

asks the most fundamental and deepest questions, for example: Is it possible to prove the existence 

of a transcendent being? Is it logical for religious believers to say that God is omniscient while also 

believing in free will? Does the existence of evil disprove the existence of a good and powerful 

God? Do miracles and religious experiences prove the existence of God? 

Ethics and religion: Ethics is also referred to as moral philosophy. It seeks to investigate questions 

such as: Is it the motivation, the intention or the action itself which makes something ‘right’ or 

‘wrong’? Are some actions wrong in all circumstances or is every moral dilemma relative to the 

circumstance? What is the relationship between religion and morality? Can we even define ‘good’? 

Christian Theology: This module takes a theological approach with influences from the social 

sciences to explore topics including: if I believe that there is life after death, what part of me lives 

on? How should holy books be understood? How has migration impacted religion and vice versa? 

And should God be referred to as ‘He’? 

Some questions you will ask yourself on this course are: 

 Is it possible to prove the existence of God? 
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 If God exists, why is there evil and suffering in the world? 

 Can we get our morality from God? 

 Do miracles prove the existence of God? 

 Is the universe itself proof of God’s existence? 

 Do we have freewill? 

 Can we trust our conscience in moral decision making? 

 Is the Church inherently patriarchal? 

 Can you be a feminist Christian? 

 How do religious believers express their identity? 

Is Religious Studies for me? What key skills will I develop? 

You should enjoy thinking, arguing and debating new ideas and be open to new ways of thinking. 

You will learn to engage with complex concepts, profound debates and read philosophical texts. 

This course requires and enables students to develop astute critical thinking skills as well as 

confident extended writing.  

In the Religious Studies department, we are passionate about examination success, however we 

also believe that studying this course can deepen your engagement with new ideas and big 

questions which are both personally challenging and immensely rewarding. 

How will I be assessed on the Religious Studies course?  

Two 3 hour exams, worth 50% each. There is no coursework in this subject. 

What topics will I study on the Religious Studies course?  

Year 12 Year 13 

Philosophy of religion and ethics 

1. Arguments for the existence of God 
1.1. The Design argument  
1.2. The Ontological argument 
1.3. he Cosmological argument 
2. Evil and suffering 
3. Religious experience  

1.       Religious language 
2.       Miracles 
3.       Self and life after death 

Ethics and religion 

4. Normative ethical theories: Introduction 
4.1. Natural moral law 
4.2. Situation Ethics 
4.3. Aristotle’s virtue ethics 
5. Application of ethical theories 
a)       Issues of human life and death 
b)      Issues of animal life and death 

4.       Introduction to meta ethics 
5.       Free will and moral responsibility 
6.       Conscience 
7.       Bentham and Kant 

Christianity 

6. Sources of wisdom and authority 
7. God 
8. Self, death and afterlife 
9. Good conducts and key moral principles 
10. Expressions of religious identity 

8.       Religion, gender and sexuality 
9.       Religion and science 
10.   Religion and secularisation 
11.   Religion and religious pluralism. 
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