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Accessibility Audit and Plan 
 

 

Rationale 

Schedule 10 of the Equality Act 2010 requires all schools to produce an Accessibility Plan that 
identifies   the actions the school intends to take over a specified timescale to increase access 
for those with a disability. It must address: 

(a) increasing the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the school's curriculum, 
(b) improving the physical environment of the school for the purpose of increasing the 

extent to which disabled pupils can take advantage of education and benefits, facilities 
or services provided or offered by the school, and 

(c) improving the delivery to disabled pupils of information which is readily accessible to 
pupils who are not disabled. 

As part of the process of preparing our accessibility plan there will be an audit completed every 
two  years to ensure that the plan builds on the provision that is currently in place. 

 

Scope 

The intended scope of this policy is for Hatcham College’s Jerningham Road and Pepys Road sites. 

 

Aims 

At Haberdashers’ Hatcham College Secondary School we are committed to establishing equality for 
all pupils, their parents/ carers, staff and other users of the school. The core purpose of this plan is to 
show how Haberdashers’ Hatcham College intends, over time, to increase accessibility to the physical 
environment, the curriculum and written information for all pupils with a disability. In drawing up this 
Accessibility Plan, the school sets out to promote equality of opportunity for disabled people: pupils, 
staff, parents, carers and other people who use the school or may wish to through: 
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• providing safe access throughout the school for all school users 
• ensuring that the learning and teaching environment and the resources used are 

suitable for all staff and pupils, making reasonable adjustments to meet individual 
needs 

• providing a curriculum offer that is accessible to all pupils and improving the availability 
of accessible information relating to the school to parents, pupils, staff and visitors 

 

Implementation 

Audit and Action Plan Table 

The tables below record our evaluation of current provision and describes our plans for improving 
and/ or developing it over the next two years. 

 

Access to the Curriculum 
 

 
Accessibility 

outcome 

 
Audit: Provision currently 

in place 
 

 
Actions to improve/ 
develop provision. 

Who? When?  
 

 
Date/ Review & Update  

 
All students have 
access to a broad, 

balanced and 
relevant 

curriculum. 

 
Students have a broad 
curriculum offer at 
Key Stage 3 and 4. 
 
Key Stage 5 courses 
mainly provide A level 
pathways.  
 
 
 

 

 
Whole school curriculum 
offer is reviewed 
annually. Curriculum 
review this academic year 
will consider: 

- Key Stage 4 
pathways, 
including 
individualized 
pathways for 
students with 
SEND  

- Plans for 
introduction of an 
enrichment 
programme for 
students as part of 
curriculum offer 
for next academic 
year. 
- Key Stage 
5 BTEC and 
A Level 
pathways 

 
September 2022: 
Reintroduction of trips 
related to curriculum 
offer as part of post 
COVID planning. Extra-
curricular timetable is 
running for all 
students.  
 
September 2023: 
Elective curriculum 
(enrichment) has been 
introduced into 23/24 
curriculum offer 
 
September 2025:  
Some changes to the A 
Level and BTEC 
pathways. Enlarging 
the elective curriculum 
offer 
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All students have 

a differentiated 
curriculum that 

meets their 
individual needs.   

 
 

 
Quality First Teaching 
strategies implemented 
across all lessons. 
 
Adaptive teaching 
continues to form part 
of our School 
Development Plan. 

 
Regular whole staff 
training in place on best 
practice for learners 
with SEND as adaptive 
teaching strategies. 
 
SEND register continually 
updated for teaching staff 
to outline key strategies to 
support SEND students. 
 
Students with an EHCP 
have individualised targets 
within the classroom 
setting which are included 
in the SEND register and 
continually reviewed. 
 

 
CPD sessions planned 
through the CPD Calendar 
to allow dedicated time to 
develop staff awareness 
of individual needs  
 
Development of strategies 
to support teaching staff 
through FireFly resources 
and guidance 
 
New roll out of laptops for 
all staff, including LSAs, 
so work can be shared 
and co-created by 
students with LSA 
support 
 
 
 

 
September 2023: 
Edukey Pupil 
Passports in place 
for all students on 
SEND register 
 
Edukey Round 
Robin software used 
by all Inclusion and 
Pastoral staff 
 
Arbor seating plan 
software introduced 
support effective 
planning 
 
September 2025: 
Arbor seating plans 
allows more accurate 
information to be 
displayed including 
target and reading 
age data 
 

 
Students’ access 
to the curriculum 

is increased 
because they 
attend school 

more regularly.   
 

 
Sept 2022: Whole school PA 
is 15.6% which is above the 
latest national average 
figures (National PA for 
2020/2021 is 12.1%) 
 
Sept 2024: Whole school PA 
is ?? 

 
Students with low 
attendance are targeted 
for early intervention and 
support. 
 
New attendance systems 
are introduced in 2022-
2023 and monitored to 
tackle persistent absence 
in line with latest 
Government guidance – 
working together to 
improve school 
attendance. 

 

 
September 2023: 
New attendance 
manager has been 
recruited to work with 
students and families 
– integrated into the 
pastoral/SG team 
 
September 2025: 
SLT attendance lead 
has oversight of each 
Key Stage. Specific 
meetings for those 
who are Severely 
Absent between VP 
and EWO, Attendance 
Manager 
 

 
Students 

understand the 
impact of lateness 

and 

 
Students are reminded of 
their attendance and 
punctuality by their form 
tutor each week 

 
Assemblies with all 
students will regularly 
give information around 
impact of lateness and 

 
September 2022:  
Start of term 
assemblies have 
highlighted the impact 
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nonattendance on 
their progress.  

 
 

 
C1 – lateness detentions 
are given out for late to 
school, and late to lessons 
with the aim of reminding 
students the importance of 
being on time 
 
 

attendance on their 
learning. 
 
Attendance and lateness 
impact figures will be 
displayed around the 
school on student screens 

 

of attendance on 
student outcomes for 
students 
 
September 2025: 
Improved systems at 
both sites help support 
punctuality and 
conversations between 
key staff and those 
students who are late.  

 
Flexible 

timetabling 
enables higher 

level of 
engagement in 

school. 
 
 

 
Students with highly 
complex needs have 
reasonable adjustments 
made to curriculum offer 
on an individual basis. 

 
Curriculum review 
needed in 2022-2023. 
Students with special 
educational or medical 
needs will be given 
individualised timetable 
options to enable 
maximum participation 
and access to the 
curriculum as part of a 
whole school pathway 
offer. 

 

 
September 2025: 
Effective monitoring 
and support of key 
students on 
personalised 
timetables has allowed 
access to Key Stage 4 
and 5 pathways for a 
small group of 
vulnerable learners. 
Exploring alternative 
college places for 
vulnerable young 
people, where it will 
have impact.  
 

 
Peer support and 

mentoring 
programmes 

increase 
participation and 

confidence in 
learning.  

 
 

 
Mentoring schemes are 
offered through external 
providers. 
 
 

 
Vulnerable students and 
those with special 
educational needs have 
access to peer support 
programmes and 
mentoring programmes 
within school with 
specific goals around 
support for educational 
needs. 

 

 
September 2023: 
Employment of 
Pastoral Managers has 
allowed wider support 
and mentoring. 
 
 

 
Students have 

access to assistive 
technology to 

support in 
learning.  

 
 
 

 
Students with access 
arrangements have access 
to appropriate assistive 
technology including 
Laptops. 
 
Disadvantaged/ SEND 
students to have access to 
use of assistive technology 
on basis of need. 
 

 
Continual review and 
introduction of assistive 
technology to support 
targeted students 
throughout 2025-2026 
based on the needs of the 
cohort. 
 
 

 
September 2025: 
Laptop trolleys with 
modern laptops are in 
use in both JS and PS 
library 
 
Re-purposed laptops 
support SEND students 
 
Development of 
homework club 
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afterschool give 
students the 
opportunity to work 
until 4pm with LSA 
support  
 

 

Access to the environment  
 

 
Accessibility 

outcome 

 
Audit: Provision currently 

in place 

 
Actions to improve/ 
develop provision. 

Who? When?  
 

 
Date/ Review & Update 

  
 

 
Adaptions to the 

physical 
environment are 
made to ensure 

maximum 
participation for 

students with 
mobility 

difficulties/ 
medical needs.  

 

 
Regular liaison with 
healthcare professionals 
about adaptions needed 
for specific students with 
medical and physical 
needs.  
 
Timetabling considers 
limitations for students 
with medical or physical 
needs and accommodates 
this within their 
timetable.  
 
Ramped approaches 
to enter the main 
building at every site. 
Wide door frames to 
enable easy access 
for wheelchairs 

 
3 lifts on the Pepys 
Campus: one in the 
Goddard and two in 
Davidson building. 3 
lifts on the 
Jerningham Campus: 
one in the Main 
Building, one in the 
Bostock building and 
one in the Dyson 
building science block 
and the other in the 
main site. 

 
6 accessible toilets on 

 
Repainting of key areas 
around both sites for 
visually impaired 
students 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lift accessibility to 
secondary pupils is 
constantly under 
review at regular 
intervals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
September 2025: 
Personalised timetables 
in place for specific 
individual students with 
mobility needs in liaison 
with specialist services 
(e.g. Occupational 
Therapy) 
 
Review by specialists 
where students have 
specific needs e.g. 
eyesight and 
appropriate actions 
taken e.g. summer 
painting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 2025: 
Accessible toilets/ 
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the Jerningham 
Campus, 7 in the 
Pepys Campus with 
handrails and pull 
cords throughout 
buildings. 
 
Use of school minibus 
allows full access 
between sites for 
students with mobility 
difficulties.  
 

Review of gender-neutral 
toilet facilities is in 
progress. Waiting on 
guidance from the DFE for 
further advice and policy.  

gender neutral toilet 
facilities now available 
on both sites.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Risk assessments 
of their physical; 

environment show 
that students are 

able to move safely 
around the school 

and identifies 
actions for 

improvements.  
 

 
Risk assessments for 
individual students are 
carried out to identify 
areas of risk and 
addressed on an 
individual basis, including 
those with physical, 
mobility or sensory needs.  

 
All students with 
difficulties which impact 
mobility will have risk 
assessment reviews as 
appropriate 

 
 

 
Improvements to 

the physical 
learning 

environment and 
are identified and 

adapted as 
required.  

 

 
Regular school 
environment walks 
appropriate members of 
SLT to highlight areas for 
improvement.  

 

 
 

 
September 2022:  
New TV screens were 
installed around the 
school to promote 
access to information 
for staff and students 
 
September 2023: Muga is 
now completed and 
open to all students.  
 
Change to the outdoor 
spaces have been made 
to open social spaces 
and enable quiet spaces 
with seating.  
 

 

Access to information 
 

Accessibility 
outcome 

 
Audit: Provision currently 

in place 

 
Actions to improve/ 
develop provision. 

Who? When?  
 

 
Date/ Review & Update 
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Parents and carers 

have access to 
written information 

in a variety of 
forms.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Alternative forums are 
offered to clarify/ 
confirm important 
information for more 
vulnerable groups e.g. 
SEND and EAL forums.  

 
Information is 
available to all 
stakeholders in both 
electronic and 
printed formats.  
 
Website is kept up to date 
with all key information 
for parents and carers, 
including SEND 
Information Report. 
 

  
Further development of 
focused parent/ carer 
forums in 2022-2023 
 
Immersive reader option to 
be integrated onto the 
website information to 
support access to key 
information.  

 
October 2022: Launch of 
SEND Parent/ Carer 
Forum to promote face 
to face communication 
 
September 2022: 
Curriculum maps and 
plans are published on 
the College website for 
stakeholders to view 
 
September 2023: 
Community Languages 
whole school Offer 
published on the 
website in Spring Term 
2022.  
 

Students have 
access to 

technology which 
facilitates their 

access to 
information at all 

times  
 

If necessary, laptops are 
available for children 
with SEND need, or a 
physical injury or 
disability 
 
Online learning 
environments 
including Teams and 
access to Microsoft 
365 allows students 
to work from home 
 
Large screens placed 
in communal student 
space (canteen) for 
access to global news 
during social times  

 

Whole school push to move 
resources online and bring 
together departments to 
reduce website bloat 

September 2025: 
Daily news feed 
available to 
students on large 
screen in 
communal 
canteen spaces is 
led by the AP for 
Personal 
Development 
 
Science and Maths 
now use Sparx – and 
all website use 
Microsoft Single 
Sign-in for ease of 
use for students and 
parents/carers 

 

 

Communication 

This policy is available on the school website for all stakeholders to view and refer to. 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

The implementation and effectiveness of this policy will be monitored by the Vice Principal for 
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Inclusion. This will be supported by the inclusion team and facilities team. A termly 
accessibility report is produced which is reported at an academy leadership team meeting on a 
termly basis. This report includes the progress of proposed developments and any accessibility 
issues identified during the period of review. 

 

Related documents 

This Policy should be read in conjunction with the following information:  

• Hatcham College SEND Information Report  
• Hatcham College SEND Policy  
• Hatcham College Exams Access Policy  


