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Rationale  
Our mission is to ensure that our pupils:   
  

• Are happy and safe at school and are able to learn successfully within a supportive environment 
• Are able to achieve their full potential personally, academically and socially   
• Develop and grow as independent, resourceful and resilient individuals   
• Are equipped with the skills, qualifications and love of learning they will need to be successful 

in the world they will join as adults 
  

Homework is therefore an essential part of ensuring that pupils are providing with opportunities to 
consolidate, challenge and extend the learning that has taken place in the curriculum and develop study 
skills necessary for future successes. It is integral to developing self-motivated learners who support 
their learning with additional high-quality study.   
  
Finally, this guidance and all curriculum policies should be read in conjunction with our guidance on 
teaching and assessment.   
  

Aims  
The purpose of this policy is to:  

• Clarify the purpose and expectations of homework at the College;   
• Ensure that subject areas set high quality homework tasks that are academic demanding and 

consolidate and extend the learning that taken in place in the lessons;  
• Ensure there are clear links between the taught curriculum and homework set and that together 

they sequence learning towards pupils developing cumulatively sufficient knowledge and skills 
needed to be successful in the future;  

• Raise stakeholder awareness of the curriculum policies  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  



Policy Development  
  
The framework below outlines the principles which underpin the implementation of this policy. It is 
formed of 2 parts as follows:  
  

• Part 1: Homework Principles  
• Part 2: Frequency of Homework   

Homework Principles  

All subject areas at Hatcham College are responsible for designing their own homework activities and 
ensuring that they develop the intended curriculum outside of lessons alongside what is taught in 
lessons. To ensure that homework activities are of high quality, leaders should follow the following 
principles of homework:  
  

• Homework activities should either develop on, extend or consolidate the learning that has taken 
place in lessons;  

• Completion of homework should be monitored by class teachers and Heads of Department with 
quick intervention provided when pupils do not complete set tasks;  

• Feedback on homework should be provided where appropriate in a timely fashion and in line with 
the College’s Marking and Feedback policy;  

Frequency of Homework  

To ensure that there is a balance between setting an appropriate quantity of homework and managing 
pupil well-being, the following frequency of homework will be set at each key stage.  
  
At Key Stage 3:  
  

• Pupils will receive 60 minutes of homework per week for English, Maths and Science. The will 
receive 40 minutes per week for History, Geography and MfL. They will receive 1 hour every 2 
weeks for RS, Drama, Art, Music, Computing and PE. All homework will be expected to be 
completed within 7 days;  

 
At Key Stage 4:  
  

• Pupils will receive 90 minutes of homework every week for English, Maths and Science which 
will be expected to be completed within 7 days;  

• Alongside homework set each week by core subjects, pupils will also receive 1 hours worth of 
homework activities from their option choices each week. 

 
At Key Stage 5:  
  

• Pupils will receive 5 hours of independent study per subject studied each week;  
• To support this, pupils will have 6 periods of Supervised Study timetabled in the College’s Reading 

Room each week;  
• It is expected that a variety of activities will be set each week including:  

o Exam Practice;  
o Wider Reading  
o Research & Note-taking  

 

 

2  



Relative Documents  
  
Further guidance that may be useful include:  
  

• Hatcham College Calendar  
• Teaching & Learning Policy   
• Marking & Feedback Policy  
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