
 
 

 
 
Dear Families, 
 
Re: changes to the mobile phone expectations at Hatcham College 
 
We understand that mobile phones are a complicated issue, and, like all aspects of school 
life, opinions will vary. We have spoken to pupils, staff and asked families for their views, 
and we are outlining the detail, reasons, and timeline of changes to our current policy 
below. 
  
The expectations around mobile phones, designed to minimise their disruptive influence 
whilst pupils are in college, have been the same for a number of years – that smart and 
brick phones should not be seen or heard on site, and when they are, they are confiscated. 
The application of expectations around mobile phones became ‘stricter’ in September 
2022. 
  
As we have previously communicated, we have been doing a lot of reflecting and 
planning around mobile phones, their impact on school life and pupils’ wider 
development.  
  
In recent years, the evidence about the impact on learning and wellbeing, cognitive 
development and long-term outcomes has become more robust and clearly outlines:  
 

• that the older a teenager is when they get a smart phone, the better.  
 

• that young people need support from the adults in their life, in and beyond 
school, to understand responsible and appropriate phone use, and to prevent them 
developing problematic phone use / addiction. 

  
The conclusions of our review process are overwhelmingly in favour of robustly 
ensuring pupils do not have phones in their school life and that we do all we can to 
support families and pupils limit usage out of school, whilst educating them about 
responsible phone us.  
  
Conclusions:  

• Older pupils have told us that they wish they had spent less time on their 
phones in their younger adolescence.  
 

• Older and younger pupils were clear that their smart phones can and do 
negatively affect their mood and wellbeing.  
 



• Staff have concerns, despite the current restrictions, about their pupils’ privacy 
and staff being filmed.  
 

• Parents / carers responded to the survey in larger numbers than for any other 
communication. C.75% responded strongly agreeing with stricter control and 
expressing concerns about impact of mobile phones in and out of school / general 
child development and well-being.  

Aims:  
• To minimise safeguarding concerns in school for pupils.  
• To minimise staff concerns about mobile phones in work.  
• To reduce workload for staff by reducing number of phone related issues (in and 

out of school).  
•  To support families in reducing problematic smart phone use.  
• In time to create a JS culture where it is normal not to have a smart phone until 

they are in KS4. 
  
 Below is a table showing current and amended expectations. 
 
  Current   Current   New   New   
  Expectation  Consequence  Expectation  Consequence  
KS3  Phones off at 

bottom of bags. 
The reality is that 
some pupils have 
phones on and in 
pockets.  

Confiscation and 
returned to parent 
from the day of 
confiscation / to pupil 
at end of the week.  

No smart phone in 
school.  
Brick phones to be 
switched off and at 
bottom of bags  
25th February 2025 

Confiscation and 
kept for 7 days – 
returned to parent. 
 
25th February 2025  

KS4  Phones off at 
bottom of bags. 
The reality is that 
some pupils have 
phones on and in 
pockets.  

Confiscation and 
returned to parent 
from the day of 
confiscation / to pupil 
at end of the week.  
  

No smart phone in 
school.  
Brick phones to be 
switched off and at 
bottom of bags. 
With effect from   
23rd June 2025  

Confiscation and 
kept for 7 days – 
returned to parent. 
 
 With effect from 
23rd June 2025 

KS5  Phones only used 
or seen in the 
Davison building.  

Confiscation & 
returned to pupil at 
4pm.  
2nd confiscation- 
return to parent from 
day of confiscation.  

No change  No change  

  
The changes for Key Stage 4 will come into effect from Monday 23rd June 2025. 
 
We will be ensuring that pupils understand these changes through assemblies and 
written and visual reminders. 
 
We will also ensure that in the run up to the Key Stage 4 implementation date, that there 
are lots of reminders to both parents and pupils. 
     



The revised policy (Climate for learning) ratified by the local governing body is on the 
website. We really hope to have your support in this endeavour. There are some 
frequently asked questions below. We will follow up after the first half term with how 
things have gone. 
  
Thanks in advance for your support. 
  
     FAQ:  
What is a brick phone?  
For the purposes of this policy, a ‘brick phone’ is one without internet access / camera.  
  
Will the sanctions be the same for a pupil misusing any type of phone?  
No phones are allowed to be used on the schools site. Any phone will be confiscated for 
7 rolling days and then returned to a parent.  
  
What happens if a pupil gets their smart phone out after school on site or in the vicinity 
of the school (local roads etc)?  
This will not be possible unless they have had their smart mobile phone with them 
during the school day. This would be dealt with in school at the earliest opportunity.  
  
What if pupils bring a smart phone in and it is not seen or heard?  
We will not be searching bags for smart phones so we would never know if this were the 
case. However, we will be working on the assumption that they are not there and 
therefore will not be collecting them in for PE lessons etc.  
If we had reasonable grounds to search a pupil’s bag for another reason, and a phone was 
found, then it would be confiscated.  
  
What about pupils who are diabetic and monitor their blood sugar via an app?  
The medical exemption would be made in the same way it currently is.  
  
What can I do to monitor my child’s whereabouts if they do not have a smart phone? 
Key rings and credit card size trackers that cost around £10 are available and serve the 
same purpose. 
  
What if my child already has a smart phone? 
Allowing your child to have a smart phone for their use at home, in their free time, is a 
parenting decision. Allowing them to have them on the school site, is a school decision. 
If you want to be able to communicate with your child to and from school, brick phones 
are far more affordable than smart phones. Tesco currently has a brick phone on sale for 
£7.50 and an accompanying sim for less than £5 (£2 on amazon if you are happy to shop 
there). 
      


