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Haberdashers’ Hatcham College Uniform Policy 
 

Policy Details 
Policy Title: Uniform for Haberdashers’ Hatcham College 
Date first created: July 2022 
Version: 3 
Last amendment date: June 2025 
Audiences: Parents, pupils, and staff 
Author: Mark Kemp 
Approved by: Katie Scott 
Next review date: July 2026 
Date published: July 2025 

 
Rationale 

Our uniform at Haberdashers’ Hatcham College is emblematic of the expectations we hold of our pupils. 
We have high expectations of our pupils in every regard. We want our pupils to feel proud to wear our 
uniform, fostering a sense of belonging, loyalty and commitment to our College community. 

Our College uniform is part of our identity as Haberdashers and pupil should be proud to wear it. Our 
uniform policy encourages a sense of pride, belonging, loyalty and commitment to the community of 
which all pupils are members. The policy also removes any visible manifestations of inequality. The 
policy is applied consistently and in a fair manner without exception. 

 
Scope 

The intended scope of this policy is for the Haberdashers’ Hatcham College. 
 

Aims 

The central aim of the uniform policy is to describe the uniform that should be worn by all pupils in the 
College. Ensuring all pupils have equal access to this uniform is of paramount importance to us. Therefore, 
we will provide financial support for families where there is a need. In addition, there is uniform that pupils 
can borrow on a short-term basis, should there be this need. Therefore, there is no reason why a pupil cannot 
be in full College uniform on a daily basis. Families whose children are entitled to Free School Meals, or 
who have no recourse to public funds may apply for a uniform grant. Our uniform is intended to: 

• Ensure that pupils always maintain a smart and professional appearance, which visibly 
represents the values and ethos of the College community which they have joined. 

• Be affordable, with as many items as possible available at affordable prices from a range of high 
street shops and supermarkets, and only a small number of branded items that are only 
available from uniform suppliers. 

• Support equality and comply with the Equality Act (2010). (For example, by allowing pupils to 
wear certain items of religious dress as part of their uniform, and by allowing all pupils to 
choose from the full range of uniform options.) 

• Support high standards of behaviour and prevent bullying, by stipulating a consistent 
appearance for all pupils.  (Permitted items of religious dress are allowed). 
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Implementation 

Appendixes 1 and 2 describe the uniform for our Secondary College and the dress code for our Sixth Form. 
 

Transitioning to the new College uniform 2022-2024 

Following our decision to make a change to College name, and the removal of the old College motto 
from the Haberdashers’ crest in 2021, we have made amendments to our branded uniform. This has 
resulted in a reduced number of ‘branded’ items of uniform with the ambition that this be more cost 
effective for families. The College will adopt a phased approach to transitioning to the new uniform 
between 2022 - 2024. 

Arrangements for New Pupils (New Uniform) 
1. All new pupils should buy the new branded uniform items from September 2022. 
2. Parents/carers of new pupils should not purchase second-hand uniform items. (e.g. via 

siblings or through old uniform sales.) 
3. Details of any Uniform Grants are available for parents/carers who require financial support. 

Arrangements for Current Pupils (Gradual Phasing Out) 
1. Current pupils of the College can continue wearing the legacy version of our uniforms 

until they naturally need to replace items. 
2. When uniform items need to be replaced, parents/ carers of current pupils can buy the old 

version or the newer version of the uniform. This is a choice for parents/ carers. 
3. No second-hand uniform items should re-used by parents for current pupils from September 

2024 onwards. 

This policy came into effect for all pupils joining the College from September 2022. Pupils who are already 
at our College may continue to wear current items of uniform until they leave or by September 2024. 

 
Requests for exemptions from the policy 

Any parent or carer may request an exemption from one or more requirements of the policy for their 
pupil by contacting the Executive Principal. The Executive Principal will consider sympathetically any 
requests for exemptions on medical grounds or on grounds related to any of the protected 
characteristics under the Equality Act (2010). Where an exemption is permitted, there will be an agreed, 
specified variation to the policy, which will be in writing and will be signed by the parent or carer and 
the Executive Principal before it is implemented. 
 
Upholding the uniform expectations 

Pupils are always expected to adhere to the policy, including on their journey to and from College. When 
a pupil is not in full uniform or expected appearance, they may not be permitted to attend lessons. When 
this is the case, the following measures may take place: 

• Pupils will be lent an item of clothing, whilst a replacement is bought by parents/carers; 
• Pupils may undertake supervised work away from their class, until the correct uniform is 

brought to them, or until they are of correct appearance; 
• A note from parents and carers should always be provided for any uniform 

infringements; 
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If parents or carers are in any doubt about the details of the uniform policy, they should contact the 
College. It is better to check than to rely on assurances from other parents/carers or from pupils which 
could be incorrect. 

Pupils are always ambassadors for the College, particularly when wearing our uniform. Therefore, we 
would expect pupils to uphold the College’s standards of behaviour when wearing College uniform, 
ensuring they do not bring the College into disrepute. Colleges have the legal authority to discipline 
pupils in line with their behaviour policy for any misbehaviour that occurs both within and outside of 
College, including whilst they are wearing uniform outside of the College or otherwise identifiable as 
pupils of the College. 

 
Banned items 

Colleges have the legal power to ban items, which may include items such as jewellery, mobile phones 
as well as other items that are worn. If the power to ban items is used, a list of banned items will be 
provided to parents and pupils. The College has the legal power to confiscate any items that it has 
banned and to hold them for a specified period. Ordinarily confiscated items will be returned after the 
specified period, but in certain circumstances the College has the legal power to dispose of confiscated 
items. The College will explain to parents/carers and pupils if it intends to use these powers and how it 
will do so. Further details on the nature of these banned items can be found within the College 
Parent/Carer handbook. Please note, confiscated jewellery will only be returned to parents, or pupils at 
the end of term. 

 

Communication 
This uniform policy will be published on the Haberdashers’ Hatcham College website and provided to 
parents/carers of all new pupils before they join the College. A summary of this can be found within the 
Parent/Carer handbook. 

 
Monitoring and evaluation 

The College will regularly monitor compliance with the uniform policy and gather feedback from 
parents. 

 
Related documents 

This policy should be read in conjunction with: 

• The DfE guidance, “College uniform: Guidance for governing bodies, College leaders, College staff 
and local authorities” see https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/College-uniform 

• The Haberdashers’ Academies Trust South Single Equality Scheme 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-uniform
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Appendix 1: Secondary College uniform 

Most items in the uniform lists are available from a range of high street shops, supermarkets and online 
suppliers. A limited number of items, which incorporate the Haberdashers’ Crest or other specific 
designs, are only available from our uniform suppliers. A list of current suppliers is included in 
Appendix 3: uniform suppliers. 

 
Year 7 to 11 uniform 

All pupils must wear a shirt, blazer and tie at all times. In colder weather, pupils may choose to wear a 
jumper as well. The blazer and tie are specific to our College and only available from our uniform 
suppliers. 

 

Item Description Further requirements 

Blazers 

College blazer with 
Haberdashers’ Crest as 

supplied by our uniform 
suppliers. 

• To be kept in a smart, clean appearance and worn 
during the day as well as to and from the College, 
unless directed otherwise by staff. 

• Sleeves worn at full length, not rolled up 
• Only College issued badges, or those that promote 

similar values, to be worn on the blazer. 
• In the summer, blazers do not always need to be worn. 

  

Skirt 

Blue box pleated skirt.(All)  

We are phasing out grey 
or charcoal skirts. These 

can only be worn by 
students in Year 10 and 

above only 

 

• Students who choose to wear skirts must wear them at 
knee length and not shortened by rolling them up around 
their waist. 

 

Shirt 
 

Plain white (short or long 
sleeved) 

• The shirt should always be tucked in, buttoned to the 
top. 

• No designer shirts or fitted blouses or white polo tops. 

Trousers Charcoal Grey 

• Trousers should not be boot cut or tight fitting. 
• No jeans, washed black, corduroy, jean-like material, high 

fashion trouser or leggings. 
• Trousers should be worn with a secure fit around the 

waist. 
• Belts should be plain black, not oversized buckles. 
• Tailored, grey knee length shorts are allowed. 
• Students who choose to wear trousers must wear them 

around their waist. 

Tie 
 

College tie only (in house 
colours) 

• Ties must be worn with a neat knot covering the top 
button and with the Haberdashers’ crest clearly visible 
below the know. The tie should be 7 stripes long/waist 
length. 

Jumpers 
Official Haberdashers’ V-
neck jumper with crest 

(optional) 

• No other jumpers may be worn. 
• Blazers must still be worn on top of jumpers. 
• Jumpers are not to be tied at the back. 
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Socks 
Plain black or white 

socks. 
 

Tights Plain black tights only 
(not leggings) 

• No patterns, fishnet or accessorised tights. 
• No leg warmers 

 
 

Shoes 
Plain black leather style 

only 

• Not suede or casual style. 
• No boots (covering ankles) or trainers. 
• Shoes must fully cover toes. 
• No heeled shoes  

 

Summer Uniform (Optional)  
 

Item Description Further requirements 

Shorts Grey tailored shorts  

Summer 
Dress 

Blue gingham summer 
dress  

 

 
 
Religious dress 

Some families may wish their pupils to wear amended uniform for reasons of religious belief. The 
following items of religious dress are already permitted: 

Head Scarf: Plain navy, black or white only (if worn for religious reasons) 
 

Shalwar Kameez: a pupil may wear a plain black Shalwar Kameez with appropriate College trouser and 
with the College blazer also worn. 

 
Abaya: a pupil may wear a plain black Abaya (hoodless only) which should be one piece and have full 
College uniform worn with it. (College trousers/skirt underneath and College blazer also worn). 
 
Please notify the College in writing that your pupil will be doing this, so that we can keep this 
confirmation on the pupil’s file. 

If you wish your pupil to wear any religious dress that is not covered by this policy, please discuss with 
the Executive Principal so that an individual written variation to the uniform policy can be considered. 
 
Coats, outerwear and bags 

The following rules for coats, bags and outerwear apply to all Secondary pupils 
 

Item Description Further requirements 



6  

 

Overcoat 

 

Dark plain colours only.  

• Not to be worn inside building. 
• No denim, leather, patterns or other colours. Rain 

hoods on coats may be attached but only worn up 
in wet weather.  

• Safety stripes allowed but no other patterns. 

 
Bag 

 
Sturdy rucksack style bag 

• Must be large enough to hold all College 
books (normally A4 size) and folders. 

• No handbags with large openings 
 

 
 

 
Hat 

 
Winter hats must be plain navy or 

black only.  
 

Sunhats must be plain navy or 
white.  

• Winter or Sun Hats must not be worn inside the 
building.  

• Baseball caps are not allowed. 
• No other headwear is permitted to be worn in the 

College unless it is for religious reasons or because 
of medical conditions. In these cases, written 
confirmation is required from the parent / carer 
which will be kept on the pupil’s file. 
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PE Kit 

The standard PE kit consists of polo shirt, shorts, socks and trainers for all pupils. In colder weather when 
PE is taking place outdoors, pupils are permitted to wear joggers and a hoodie. 

For certain sports other items such as football boots or gum shields may be required. Your child’s 
teacher will advise you the previous term if this is required. 

 

Item Description Further requirements 

Polo shirt Plain blue polo shirt with 
(optional) Haberdashers’ crest. 

• Blue polo shirt 
• Haberdashers’ crest on the left breast 

 
Shorts Navy blue mesh or cotton 

shorts. 

• Loose fitting football style shorts, not rugby 
shorts. 

• No cycle shorts or other skin-tight fabrics 
 

Trainers Plain black or plain white 
trainers only 

• Trainers must be plain white, or plain black only 
• Other colours not permitted. 
• Lace up, not Velcro or buckle. 

Socks White sports socks • Socks should be ankle length. 

 
Joggers 
(Year 8 

onwards) 
 

Navy joggers for colder 
weather 

• Comfortable warm fabric for use outdoors in 
winter weather. 

• No close-fitting or skin-tight fabrics 
• No leggings. 

 
Track 

Trousers 
(Year 7 only) 

 

Haberdashers’ Hatcham Track 
Trousers (Branded) 

• Official Haberdashers’ Hatcham College 
track trousers only 

• No joggers, or leggings 

 

Sweatshirt 
 

Plain navy sweatshirt for 
colder weather 

• Plain navy only, no other colours or designs. 
• Zip through or pull over. 
• Hood must always be kept down unless 

specifically permitted by the teacher due to 
adverse weather. 

Sports bra recommended   
 
A mouthguard is also required when participating in contact sports.  

 
Appearance 

The following rules for appearance apply to all secondary College pupils 
 

Item Description Further requirements 
 

Make-up 

 

 Visible make-up is not 
permitted 

• No make-up should be worn (including false 
eyelashes). 

• No long / false / acrylic nails or nail polish 
should be worn. 

• Natural nails should be no shorter than finger-
tip length for health and safety reasons. 

 
Jewellery 

Only an analogue watch and 
small pair of 

plain gold or silver 
studs/sleepers in the ears is 

• No facial or body piercings (in years7-10 for 2023-
2024).  

• No other accessories are to be worn or attached 
to clothing. 
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Appendix 2: Sixth Form dress code 
 
Dress code for Sixth Form pupils 

 

At Hatcham College, Sixth Form students are role models for the community and are expected to uphold 
high standards. We therefore expect our Sixth Form students to maintain consistently high standards of 
dress. We require all Sixth Form students to be smart in appearance, which reflects the standards expected 
in professional workplaces.  

 

Item Description/Further Requirements 
Lanyard and ID 

Card 
Must be worn at all times. This is a key Safeguarding requirement and 
is non-negotiable. 

Tops Blouse or shirt with sleeves to be worn. No logos, narrow straps, exposed midriff or 
low necklines. Polo Shirts/T Shirts are not acceptable 

Trousers Formal office style and not clingy or stretchy fabric. No denim, leather, leather effect, 
canvas, cargo style. Shorts are not permitted. 

Skirts/Dresses Must come half-way down the thigh. No body-con material, denim, leather, leather 
effect skirts/dresses as these are not formal, thigh high boots 

Shoes These should be appropriate for a work-place. For example no canvas material, 
trainers, Ugg boots, crocs, sandals, backless shoes 

Jumpers Should be appropriate for work-place, no hooded jumpers of any kind or sweatshirt 
material, no graphics or large branded logos 

Hats Headscarves are the only form of head covering allowed in school 
 

Coats/Jackets No coats/jackets should be worn in the school buildings, this includes leather jackets 
as they are not appropriate for the work-place 

Prefect Duties A formal jacket/blazer should be worn by prefects when taking part in any prefect 
duties such as tour or Open Events 

Jewellery  This should be appropriate for a work-place environment and therefore should not 
include extra-large (such a hooped) earrings 

 
The Sixth Form Team will act as the final authority in the dress code interpretation. Individual reasonable 
adjustments may be made based on needs (such as medical needs or SEND). If unsure, parents and students 
are advised to contact the Sixth Form Team for clarification before purchasing an item. If a student does not 
comply with the dress code, they may be sent home to change clothing or footwear. They will also receive a 
disciplinary sanction. 

 
Religious dress 

If you wish your pupil to wear any religious dress that is not covered by this policy, please discuss with 
the Executive Principal so that an individual written variation to the dress code can be considered.



 

 
 
 

Appendix 3: Uniform suppliers 

Most items in the uniform lists are available from a range of high street shops, supermarkets and online 
suppliers. A limited number of items, which incorporate the Haberdashers Crest, the Temple Grove 
Eagle or other specific designs, are only available from our uniform suppliers. A list of current suppliers 
is below. 

 
 

College Supplier Contact details 

Hatcham College 
Uniform 

Wearabouts 99 Sydenham Rd, London SE26 5UA 020 8659 9917 
info@wearaboutsCollegewear.co.uk 

Hatcham College 
PE Kit 

Wearabouts 99 Sydenham Rd, London SE26 5UA 020 8659 9917 
info@wearaboutsCollegewear.co.uk 
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mailto:info@wearaboutsschoolwear.co.uk

